22      AWAKENING OF A CONTINENT

If tliese contrasts between the Orient and
Occident are in any degree approximately correct,
some adequate cause must be found to account
for them. We have already seen that it cannot
be race superiority, for the Orient was once a
millennium in advance of the Occident. Rather
the differences are traceable to certain great
cardinal principles of life. The first and funda-
mental conception underlying the best of our
civilization is the belief in the Fatherhood of
God, realized on earth in a Kingdom of Righteous-
ness. This has been the transforming conception
in the life of man. The masses of the East have
lived under the superstitions and fears of nature
worship, ancestor worship and polytheism. Their
religion has been largely concerned with the
propitiation of evil spirits and of arbitrary deities
by appeasing forms, ceremonies and charms.
The students who have shaken of! the super-
stitions of popular religion have not attained in
philosophy to the conception of the Fatherhood
of God. The philosophy of Southern Asia has
always tended towards pantheism, while that
of the Far East, though seldom able wholly to
shake off the haunting superstitions of the home
and the sense of one supreme God, has often had
a tendency in the direction of practical material-
ism, scepticism or agnosticism.

Flowing from this primary and fundamental